War decimates harvest 1in
famine-threatened Sudan

Gedaref (Sudan) (AFP) — Ahmed Othman’s farm has been spared
from the deadly fighting that has spread across Sudan, but the
war’s toll on the economy and labour market has still reached
him.

“T had to sell two vehicles” to afford to harvest this
season’s crops, he told AFP from his large sesame farm in
eastern Sudan’s Gedaref state.

A year and a half of war in Sudan between the army and
paramilitaries of the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) has triggered
one of the world’s worst humanitarian crises and devastated
harvests.

Last month, United Nations experts accused the warring sides
of using “starvation tactics” against 25 million civilians,
and three major aid organisations warned of a “historic”
hunger crisis as families resort to eating leaves and insects.

Hundreds of farmers have been driven off their once-fertile
lands and those who have managed to remain face tremendous
hardships.

Gedaref state is key to Sudan’s corn production, a crucial
crop for a population the World Food Programme warns 1is
nearing famine — a condition already declared at a
displacement camp in the country’s western region of Darfur.

“The first challenge we faced was securing funding as banks
are experiencing a cash crunch due to the war,” said Othman.
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Waiting for water in the eastern city of Gedaref — European
and North American nations accused Sudan’s warring sides of
‘systematic obstruction’ of aid efforts © Ebrahim HAMID /
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Cash shortages have occurred even in army-controlled Gedaref
since the RSF took over the capital Khartoum and banks were
ransacked.

The farmer said that without selling two out of his three
vehicles he could not have afforded fuel for farm machinery or
to pay workers to prepare the fields and tend to the crops.

“The second problem is the scarcity of farm workers due to the
war, which has limited their movement across states,” he
added.

Most workers in Gedaref previously came from the adjacent
states of Blue Nile and Sennar, as well as from Kordofan
further away.



Giving up

However, the war has restricted inter-state movement, leaving
farm owners like Othman with only a small workforce.

Another local farmer, Suleiman Mohamed, said “the shortage of
workers has driven up wages, so we are relying on those
already in the area, mainly Ethiopians” who have long resided
in Sudan’s east as refugees.

War began in April 2023 between the army under the country’s
de facto ruler Abdel Fattah al-Burhan and the RSF, led by his
former deputy Mohamed Hamdan Daglo.

Disruptions to the harvest this season could exacerbate the
hunger crisis, made worse by restrictions on aid entry.



Displaced Sudanese queue for food aid in Gedaref — three major
aid organisations have warned of a ‘historic’ hunger crisis ©
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European and North American nations issued a joint statement
last month that accused the warring sides of “systematic
obstruction” of aid efforts. They said both sides should
urgently admit the assistance to millions of people in dire
need.

In southern Gedaref, another farmer, Othman Abdelkarim, said
many have already given up on this year’s season.



“Most of us have relied on ourselves for financing, and some
simply opted out and didn’t plant,” he said, pointing to an
unplanted field west of his farm.

“This crisis will delay the harvest and affect its quality,”
he added.

The state’s agriculture ministry reported that nine million
acres (3.6 million hectares) were cultivated in Gedaref this
year — five million with corn and the rest with sesame,
sunflowers, peanuts and cotton.

That is less than half of the roughly 20 million acres planted
annually before the war.

Farmer Suleiman Mohamed fears there is no hope for this
season’s crop.

“With fewer workers and delayed harvesting, we’ll face losses,
and part of the crop will be lost,” he said from his farm in
eastern Gedaref.
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